
INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY: Catalog # 20809203 / Class # 10538 

 pg. 1 

Instructor Information 
Instructor:  Kirsten R. Brown, PhD 
Office: 301 Ingraham Hall UW-Madison, 1155 Observatory Drive 
Telephone:  847-712-4323 (Cell)/ E-mail works better  
Email: krbrown@madisoncollege.edu    or     krbrown7@wisc.edu  
Office Hours:   Monday and Wednesday after class (8:30 PM) or by appointment 

Course Information 
Catalog #: 20809203  
Class #:  10538 
Class Schedule / Dates:  Monday and Wednesday, 5:30 PM - 8:20 PM, 6/22/2015 through 8/12/2015 (8 weeks) 
Room: Room B3227, Truax Campus 
Course Description:  Introduction to Sociology is a four-year college transfer course designed to introduce you 
to the discipline of Sociology. This course is designed to provide a basic understanding of the foundations of 
sociology, including the sociological perspective, sociological theory and research, social structure, including 
class, complex organizations, inequality, and social change. It also looks at a wide range of specific topics, 
family, life course, race, gender, sexuality, class, education, religion, politics, economics, and the media. This 
course requires student participation in reading, writing, and discussion.  
Credits: 3          Course Format: Face to face 
Pre-requisites:  COMPASS: Reading 65 or greater OR Academic Reading 5/6, 77858752 with a grade of B/C 
or higher. 
Textbook:   Textbook:   Henslin, J. M. (2011). Essentials of sociology: A down-to-earth approach. Pearson 
Publication, 11th Edition. 

ISBN 9780205242603 
 
Required materials:  You are responsible for all handouts and any additional readings assigned for this course. 
Thus, if you are absent from class for any reason, it is your responsibility to contact the instructor to find out if 
you missed any announcements.  All assignments will be posted to Blackboard and will be available there. 
 
Expected Learning Outcomes: By the end of this course, students should develop an appreciation for social 
structure, social stratification, social conflict and social interaction, including how individuals and larger groups 
of people behave. Additionally, students should develop sufficient familiarity with sociological theory and 
practice to enable them to go on and perform effectively in higher-level sociology classes. Students will have 
opportunities to demonstrate their sociological knowledge they have developed through class interaction, 
exams, projects, presentations, and writing assignments. Students will also develop transferable skills of 
analytic writing, website development, and public speaking skills.  
 
Course Competencies: By the end of this course, students should have explored the concept of social 
problems, using critical reasoning to identify how social problems are constructed from underlying social 
issues.  Additionally, students should have explored and analyzed poverty, racism, urban affairs, crime and drug 
use, education and a range of additional problems in contemporary American society, along with potential 
solutions. 

mailto:krbrown@madisoncollege.edu
mailto:krbrown7@wisc.edu
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Program Outcomes 
The Arts & Sciences Division has developed a number of goals for their students. 

1) Use identified critical thinking skills to pose questions, process information and make decisions. 
2) Engage in collaborative activities in ways that contribute to the achievement of shared goals. 
3) Exhibit self-awareness and self-management skills necessary to succeed in increasingly challenging 

academic environments. 
4) Recognize the contributions of diverse cultures, historical periods, and art forms to the improvement of 

the human condition in a global society. 
5) Compute and analyze quantitative data using mathematical, statistical and logical methods to solve 

problems. 
6) Explore physical and social environments using scientific tools and methods. 
7) Communicate with varied audiences by: 

a) Listening actively in personal and professional relationships; 
b) Reading and comprehending written materials in the content areas at grade 14 level; 
c) Synthesizing and organizing information for diverse audiences. 

8) Research a question by planning and implementing an appropriate investigative strategy and synthesizing 
the results in an academic document. 

Core Abilities 
Madison College Core Abilities are eight key life and success skills that contribute to the development of 
students as life-long learners on the job, at home, and in the community.  The Core Abilities are skills and 
abilities taught and assessed in classes, labs, and field experiences at Madison College.  For more information 
on Core Abilities, please visit http://madisoncollege.edu/core-abilities.  This class addresses the following core 
abilities:   
A. Communication 
B. Critical thinking 
C. Ethics 
D. Global and cultural perspectives 
E. Mathematics 
F. Science and Technology 
G. Self-management 
H. Social interaction 

Responsibilities and Policies 
Student Responsibilities:  Students are expected to be familiar with Madison College policies and procedures. 

Many of the important policies and procedures are on the Madison College website, located at 
http://madisoncollege.edu/student-rights-responsibilities   

Academic Integrity is an expectation in all Madison College classes.  Plagiarism, cheating and collusion are 
prohibited at Madison College.  Plagiarism is defined as passing of another person’s work as 
your own.  Students who fail to observe these standards are subject to disciplinary action.  
Madison College has a strong policy on Academic Misconduct which is published on the 
Madison College website.  Please refer to this page on the Madison College Website to review 
all Academic Integrity and Misconduct policies located at http://madisoncollege.edu/academic-
integrity   

Withdrawal Policy:  If a situation arises that prevents the successful completion of this course, please note that 
it is each student's responsibility to formally withdraw from this course.    

http://madisoncollege.edu/core-abilities
http://madisoncollege.edu/student-rights-responsibilities
http://madisoncollege.edu/academic-integrity
http://madisoncollege.edu/academic-integrity
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Attendance:   This class costs $496.20.  There are lots of things you can do with five hundred dollars; I suggest 
you gain something from your financial investment by attending class regularly.   

Class participation: Students are expected to actively participate in class.  Your contributions will be graded, 
please see the Assignment and Assessment portion of the syllabus for further details.  

Student Email:   Madison College offers a student e-mail account for all students.  You are responsible for 
monitoring your student e-mail account.  Student e-mail can be accessed at: 
http://madisoncollege.edu/email   

Use of Electronic Devices:  Cell phones, ipads, and laptops are not to be used during class (and not on 
vibrate).  Failure to turn off your phone will be counted as an absence for attendance 
purposes.   

Technical Assistance:  Student Computer Help Desk is located in the Truax Campus Library Room A3000.  
Student lab assistants are available in person, and by phone, (608) 243-4444; toll-free at (866) 
277-4445; by email at http://madisoncollege.edu/student-helpdesk to provide computer support 
to fellow students.  These services are available during library open hours at 
http://madisoncollege.edu/help-desks  to provide computer support to fellow students.  These 
services are available during library open hours, Monday - Thursday: 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m., 
Friday: 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., and Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Disability Act Statement:  Madison College complies with all provisions of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act and makes reasonable accommodations upon request.  Please contact Disability Resources 
Services at 246-6716 (Students who are deaf via Relay 711), D1641 at Truax or email 
drs@madisoncollege.edu .  If you have an accommodation card from their office indicating that 
you have a disability which requires academic accommodations, please present it to me so we 
can discuss the accommodations that you might need in this class.  It is best to request these 
accommodations at the beginning if not before class so there is ample time to make the 
accommodations. 

Class Cancellation:  Besides local radio stations and the Madison College website, students can call the hotline 
to inquire about weather related school closings.  (608) 246-6606.  If I cancel class I will also 
send out a group e-mail as soon as the decision is made.  If MATC cancels class, we all will find 
out the same way (via local news).  

Learner Responsibilities: As a student in this class, I expect you to: 

• take responsibility for your own learning.   
• be prepared for class and be an enthusiastic participant during class 
• treat others with tolerance and respect 
• act responsibly and reliably in group work 
• set high standards for your work 

Instructor Responsibilities:  As your instructor, I commit to communicating openly and frequently with you 
about this class.  I will maintain a professional, safe learning environment adhering to the 
policies of the college.  You can expect a reply to communication, be it via e-mail, through 
online discussions, voicemail or in person, within 24-48 business hours.  

Blackboard:    A Blackboard course site has been created for this class.  You can access this course by logging 
in to the following page:  http://blackboard.madisoncollege.edu/  For Blackboard Student 
Support information please access http://madisoncollege.edu/blackboard-help  

Computer difficulties are not a long-term excuse for non-participation. If you experience problems with your 
computer, call the computer help desk at (608) 243-4444 or toll-free at (866) 277-4445. They can 
talk you through fixing many, many problems. 

http://madisoncollege.edu/email
http://madisoncollege.edu/help-desks
mailto:drs@madisoncollege.edu
http://blackboard.madisoncollege.edu/
http://madisoncollege.edu/blackboard-help
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Blackboard Outages: Madison College does its best to keep our Blackboard classroom up and running. 
However, despite our best efforts, our virtual classroom may go down unexpectedly. If you 
cannot access our classroom, here is what you should do:  

Phone the student help desk: (608) 243-4444; toll-free at (866) 277-4445. They can often resolve your 
problem over the phone.  

Other Resources 
• Peer to Peer Tutoring Services at Madison College: http://madisoncollege.edu/tutoring   
• Counseling Services at Madison College: 608-246-6076, http://madisoncollege.edu/counseling   
• Career Resources at Madison College:  (608) 246-640, http://madisoncollege.edu/sdc   
• Student Writing Center Assistance: (608)243-4289, http://madisoncollege.edu/plus/writing-center   

Syllabus Changes:  As your instructor, I retain the right to make changes based on the timeline of the class, 
feedback from learners and/or logistical issues and will inform you as soon as a change is made. 

Grading Policy 
Exams: There will be four exams, one for each of the units of the course.  Each exam is worth 100 points; your 
lowest exam score will be dropped.  The total number of exam points in this class is 300 points.  Exams usually 
include essay questions, as well as multiple-choice, and true/false questions.  Exam dates are listed on the 
course schedule and no make-up exams will be given.  If you miss an exam for any reason other than a 
medical emergency as confirmed by a doctor’s note or death in the immediate family please consider that your 
dropped score.  If you have an illness and require a make-up exam, you will need to notify me at least 2 
hours prior to the exam being administered to the general class, provide a written doctor’s note 
confirming illness, and schedule your make-up exam with the testing center at Truax within 7 days. 
 
Students often ask, “What’s going to be on the test?”  Everything.  All assigned readings, material covered in 
class lectures and other materials distributed to students are eligible for inclusion on tests.  Read the textbook 
thoroughly; material not discussed in class may appear on the test. Also, not all of the material discussed in 
class is in the text book.  This is a class that will go beyond the text book content. Tests are not comprehensive 
per se but material for the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th exam will build on material from previous course materials, including 
readings, videos, class presentation, etc. 
 
Class Presentation:  We are a community of learners; therefore, you are valued knowledge and share the 
responsibility of teaching.  In addition, verbal communication skills are important to practice and cultivate.  
You will select a topic that you are interested in that corresponds with a Sociological issue, you will do research 
on this topic that extends beyond the content covered in our text book and present your findings to the class.  
Your presentation topic MUST BE different that your paper.  Presentation dates are outlined on the 
schedule of work.  Your presentation should be 4-6 minutes long and a grading rubric will be provided with 
specific details.  You must be present on the day you are scheduled to present, given the compressed nature of a 
summer class we do not have time for “make-up” presentations.  The class presentation is worth 50 points. 
 
Paper: Strong writing skills are a critical outcome of a college education. Writing also improves with practice 
and editing.  You have the option of one of the following two possible paper assignments.  Both of these 
assignments involve writing a 5-6 page paper and are worth 50 points.  A draft of the paper is due Saturday, 
7/18 by noon and the final product will be due 8/5 by noon.  You must upload your paper to Blackaboard. 
 
Research Paper. You will research a social problem or social issue of your choice and write a 5-6 page paper 
on this topic.  In this paper, you will select a topic or issue to research, develop a thesis, and provide a 
sociological analysis.  Therefore paper should (1) link to information presented in your text book (e.g., social 
theory) (2) provide research on the issue that you have specifically chosen and (3) conclude by briefly (less than 

http://madisoncollege.edu/tutoring
http://madisoncollege.edu/counseling
http://madisoncollege.edu/sdc
http://madisoncollege.edu/plus/writing-center
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1 page) offering your own opinion. The sources for this paper need to be academic in nature- meaning that you 
will be using the library and citing peer review journal articles (not Wikipedia or NBC news). For your 
guidance, I will provide feedback on a draft of the paper without grading it.  Some examples of topics that 
previous students have written about include: homelessness, minimum wage increases, educational inequality, 
health care access, food distribution systems, divorce, air pollution, and drug use.  You need have your topic 
approved via e-mail before you begin the draft of your paper.  Your paper needs to be typed in Times New 
Roman size 12 font, double spaced, with normal margins and saved in the file format outlined below.  For more 
information and guidance on how to plan and write a research paper please see 
http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/PlanResearchPaper.html for information and examples on how to use APA 
citation please see https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ .A grading rubric will be provided; 
this assignment is worth 50 points. 
  
Weirding the Normal. Your preparation for this assignment includes reading and discussing Caplow’s article, 
Rule Enforcement Without Visible Means. Caplow has two goals: (1) to describe the cultural norms governing 
Christmas and (2) to explain why there is such high conformity to these norms. Your task is to mimic Caplow’s 
article with a different activity. Choose a simple, mundane activity that you participate in on a rather frequent 
basis that includes at least two people. Such activities might include waiting in line at the ATM, ordering food 
at a restaurant, asking someone on a date, or buying something at a convenience store. Your task is to “weird” 
it. That is, (1) make visible all the social rules that guide the activity that are normally taken-for-granted and  
(2) speculate as to how following the rules is enforced. I have supplied 9 questions below to help guide you 
through this process.  Please note, your paper should only provide a brief (2 paragraph) summary of Caplow’s 
article.  The majority of your paper should be spent on your own analysis that is supported by ideas and 
concepts from class and our text book. 
 

Guiding Questions: 
1. What exactly occurs during this activity? Describe it in as much detail as possible.  
2. What is the geography of this activity? That is, is the space organized in a particular way? Is there 
important furniture or fixtures that indicate that the activity occurs in that place? How are people 
arranged in relation to each other? 
3. Do people have different roles? How do you know which role you’re playing? How does each person 
play their role “right”? 
4. What it unacceptable during this activity? 
5. What might happen if you played your role differently? You might want to try this out. For example, 
you might face the back instead of the front in the elevator and see how people react. 
6. What socially constructed objects contribute to this interaction? What shared understandings allow the 
interaction to occur? 
7. What do you think are the social control mechanisms? What are the costs to doing it “wrong”? Are 
these significant costs? Why or why not? 
8. Does the necessity for conformity vary according to who you are? Could some people get away with 
breaking the rules and not others? Who? Why? 
9.  Which theoretical perspectives provide the most insight into this activity?  
 

Personal Bio and Photo:  For this assignment you will write a brief (1 paragraph) background on information 
that you would like me to know about yourself.  This is an opportunity for me to get to know you as a student.  
The content of this assignment is entirely up to you.  If you would like some questions to get you started, you 
might want to consider:  What is your life like outside of school?  Do you have kids? What are your goals for 
attending MATC?  What would you like to do after you are finished?  What do you hope to learn from this 
class?  Also, because it is very important to me to learn your names, please include a recent photo in the word 
document (just copy/paste from your facebook or another such place).  The second part of this assignment is to 
make sure you can properly use blackboard.  I have created an assignment in blackboard for this; please upload 
it before noon on 6/29. This assignment is worth 10 points. 

http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/PlanResearchPaper.html
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
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Class Participation:  A variety of in-class activities will also be collected for grading towards your in-class 
participation grade.  These assignments will occur at random throughout the semester and including discussion 
questions, small group projects, and quizzes.  Nine times during the course of the semester, I will ask you to 
either hand in a discussion question about the reading, turn in your quiz, or I will assign points for 
participation in the group project.  These activities will account for 90 points of your grade.    
 
Discussion questions must be submitted in the following manner: 
1) Your first and last name is printed clearly in the upper right corner 
2) The chapter or reading that the question relates to is indicated in the upper left corner 
3) You will submit 2 questions per assignment.  These will be questions that indicate substantive thought about 
the topic rather than simply iterating a content based inquiry (I have provided examples below).  I will use 
discussion questions to inform our class conversations on the topic. 
 
Good Discussion Questions: How can we apply Durkime’s ideas of anomie to understanding issues of social 
change today?   
 
Poor/Content Based Discussion Question: What is Durkime’s idea of anomie? 
 
Obviously, attendance is a vital part of participation.  Attendance is taken each class session and is used for 
overall evaluation of student performance. Please plan to arrive on time and stay until the end of class.   
 
Class Website: We, as a class, will develop a website that includes all of our collective work.  This online 
learning space will be shared and hosted via a WordPress website.  You are responsible for helping us build 
community in this shared space by uploading your weekly comments, blog posts, and observations.  You are 
also responsible for sharing examples of social problems via posting videos and photos as outlined in the plan of 
work.  These activates are designed to develop technology literacy while providing real world examples of 
sociology.  You will make 8 posts and this activity; they are due at noon on the date assigned in the plan 
of work.  This accounts for 80 points of your grade. 
 
Community Learning:  It is imperative to engage in the local community in a meaningful manner.  In a typical 
16 week class, I would have you accomplish this by volunteering at least 5 times.  Due to the compressed nature 
of this class, you will either volunteer twice or you will attend one academic lecture hosted at UW-Madison, 
MATC, or in the Madison community.  You will submit a flyer, pamphlet, contact information for the volunteer 
coordinator, or some type of evidence that you attended the community event.  Also, you will notice that our 
last WordPress assignment addresses this topic.  This activity is designed to engage you with sociological issues 
in the Madison community beyond what you currently do.  This assignment is worth 20 points, it is due on 
8/10.  However, you can turn in your evidence of community learning at any point during the 8 weeks. 
 
Submitting Work: All work must be submitted as directed in Microsoft Word format, as a .doc or .docx file. 
Please name your file in the following way, with the assignment name, your last name, your first name and the 
course name.  For example, Research Paper 1_Smith_ John_Accounting 101.  Papers are to be written using 
Times New Roman font, size 12, double spaced, standard margins 1 inch, and APA citation format.  If you have 
questions about APA citation please see the writing center or   
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/  
 
All homework distributed is due on the date given by noon.  My hope is that this class will operate much 
like the real world, which is why I do not accept late assignments.  My thought process is, if you were show 
up late to work or turn your work in late to your boss that you would get fired.  Your paper assignment must be 
turned in via Blackboard; your volunteer / service learning reflections are posted to wordpress.  Please do not 
turn in homework via email. 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
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Preparation:  Each class session, one (sometimes two) chapters of the textbook will be the focus of class 
attention, so make sure that you read the material ahead of time to be ready.  You should have your textbook 
with you for use during class, along with pencils, pens and paper for taking notes and completing in-class 
assignments.  In order for us to have conversations about the topics in our text it is imperative that you 
read before class.   
 
In class behavior: 
• Stay engaged with the course during class sessions; regular participation and discussion are important to 

understanding the material being reviewed; this also means not engaging in side conversations. 
• Avoid distractions during class sessions.  Reading the newspaper, sleeping, random talking, or any other 

behavior that is disruptive is a distraction; students may be asked to leave the classroom if they engage in 
such behavior. The outside world can wait; cell phones, ipads, and laptops must be turned off while in the 
classroom.  Failure to turn off your phone will be counted as an absence for attendance purposes.   

• Audio taping or recording of lectures is only allowed with the prior permission of the instructor. 
 
Other Policies 
Communication:  Stay in touch with me, either in person or via email.  E-mail is the preferred method of 
reaching me, if you cannot meet in-person with me.  Email or phone messages do not constitute adequate notice 
of problems. 
 
Students will be notified via E- mail if I do not expect to be able to attend a class discussion session.  If it is a 
sudden and unexpected instance, I will notify the Madison College information desk. 
 

Assignments and Assessments Point Per Activity  # of 
Activities Total Points Possible 

 
Exams 

 
100 points each (the lowest 

grade will be dropped) 
 

4 300 

Class Presentation 
 

50 points 
 

1 50 

 
Paper 50 points 1 

 
50 
 

Class Participation 
 

90 points 
 

n/a 90 

 
Personal Bio and Photo 

 
10 points 1 10 

 
Class Website Posts 

 
10 points 8 80 

Community Learning  20 points 1 20 
 

Total Points Possible: 
 

  600 
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Grading Scale:    

Grade % Attained Points Attained 
A 93-100 556-600 

AB 89-92 532-555 
B 84-88 502-531 

BC 80-83 478-501 
C 76-79 454-477 
D 70-75 415-453 
F 69-below 414-0 

 
 
WordPress Website Access: 
The website for our class can be found at https://introtosociologymatc10538.wordpress.com/  
It will look like this! 

 
 

https://introtosociologymatc10538.wordpress.com/
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Posts are due at noon on the date they are assigned in the plan of work.  
To access our class webpage go to: www.wordpress.com 

 
 
Click on “Log In” located in the upper right corner.  

 
 
Sign in using 
User Name: introtosociologymatc10538 
Password:  stuffweshare2 

http://www.wordpress.com/
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Click on “My Blogs” 
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This is what you will see 

 
 

Click on My Sights- Located in the upper Left Corner. 
 
 
Click on View Site 
 

 
 

 
You have arrived!  Select the page you are going to post on (e.g., for assigment #2 click on the Qual Research 
link on the left) 
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To write a post on this page, click on the edit button located in the lower left portion of the page.  
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The page will change into a writeable box format.  Copy and paste your answers into the appropriate place in 
the page.  Please make sure you do not delete other students’ postings.   
If you want to include a photo you can use the copy paste function.  If you want to include a web link, use the 
copy/paste function.  If you want to upload a video or photo use the paperclip icon just as you would an email 
attachment.  

 
 
When you are finished hit the blue “Update” button to save your post.  Students often forget to hit the update 
button so I STRONGLY suggest you save all your work in a word document so that you don’t lose it if your 
forget to post it.  Copy/paste is much easier than re-writing.  
 
Check to make sure your work posted by clicking on the website page.  

 
 
And seeing the change! 
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Course Calendar  

Date Chapter(s) to be read for that class session: Assignments 
6/22 Syllabus and Introductions 

Ch. 1: The Sociological Perspective 
Article: The Sociological Imagination 
 

 

6/24 Ch. 2: Culture 
Article: Sense and Nonsense about Surveys 

Online Class Portfolio Assignment #1 Due 

6/29 Ch. 3: Socialization 
Ch. 15: Social Change (pages 474-489) 

Personal Bio and Photo Due  
Online Class Portfolio Assignment #2 Due 

7/1 Test #1: Chapters 1, 2, 3, and part of 15 
Ch. 4: Social Structure and Social Interaction 
 

Test #1: Chapters 1, 2, 3, and part of 15 
Make Presentation Topic Choices 

7/6 Ch. 5: Social Groups and Formal Organizations 
How to present to the class 
 

Online Class Portfolio Assignment #3 Due 

7/8 Ch. 6: Deviance and Social Control   
How to write a research paper 
 

Online Class Portfolio Assignment #4 Due 

7/13 Ch. 14. Population and Urbanization 
Group 1 Presentations 
 

Group 1 Presents 

7/15 Test #2: Chapters 4, 5, 6, and 14 
Ch. 7: Global Stratification 
 

Test #2: Chapters 4, 5, 6, and 14 

7/18 Paper Draft is Due 7/18 (Saturday by noon) Paper Draft is Due 7/18 (Saturday by noon) 
7/20 Ch. 8: Social Class in the US 

Article: Where We Stand: Class Matters 
(Chapter 2) 
Article: Madison Annual Report on 
Homelessness 
 

Online Class Portfolio Assignment #5 Due 

7/22 Ch. 9 Race and Ethnicity  
Article: Invisible Knapsack 
Article: Employment and Name 
 

 

7/27 Ch. 10 Gender and Age 
Article: Men as Success/Women as Sex 
Article: Cis-gender privilege  
 

Online Class Portfolio Assignment #6 Due 
Group 2 Presents 

7/29 Test #3: Chapters 7, 8, 9 and 10 
Ch. 11:  Politics and the Economy 
 

Test #3: Chapters 7, 8, 9 and 10 

8/3 Ch. 12 Marriage and Family 
Article: Gottman 4 Horsemen 
Article: Gottman 7 Research Based Principles 

Online Class Portfolio Assignment #7 Due 

8/5 Community Learning Day:  
 

Class does not meet 
Final Paper is Due: 8/5 by Noon 

8/10 Ch. 13. Education and Religion 
Ch. 15. The Environment (pages 490-498) 
 

Community Learning Evidence is Due 
Online Class Portfolio Assignment #8 Due 

8/12 Test #4 Chapter 11, 12, 13, and 15 Test #4 Chapter 11, 12, 13, and 15 
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Presentation Topics / Schedule 
7/13 Class Presentations Group #1 (Max 10 Students) 
 Health and Medicine  

 
 The Media 

 
 

 
 

 Deviance  
 
 

 
 

 Sexual Orientation and Gender 
 
 

 
 

 Age and Aging  
 

 Alcohol and Drug Abuse  
 

 Crime and Criminal Justice  
 

 Globalization   
 

7/27 Class Presentations Group #2 (Max 10 Students) 
 Families  

 
 Education  

 
 Religion  

 
 Work and the Economy  

 
 Cities and Suburbs  

 
 Environment  

 
 War and Terrorism  
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WordPress Website Assignments: Posts are due at noon on the day they are assigned.   
6/24 Take the brief quiz located at: 

https://uwmadison.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_a41s51h6LutTakt 
Online Assignment #1 

6/29 Conduct a participant observation or ethnographic study wherein 
you study and/or participate in a particular group event or social 
organization. Samples of events could include visiting a religious 
group other than the one you usually attend, hang out at a greasy 
spoon café or coffee shop, attend a sporting event; go outside 
your normal comfort zone. To complete the assignment simply 
write down your observations, note any patterns you observe, or 
point out any observations or patterns that particularly surprise 
you.  This should be between 1-2 paragraphs in length.  

Online Assignment #2 

7/6 Page 148-149 talk about leaders; post a photo of someone you 
consider to be a leader and categorize their leadership style (using 
the vocabulary from your textbook).  

Online Assignment #3  

7/8 Conduct a non-intrusive “breaching experiment”, wherein you 
attempt to validate the existence of a particular norm. This may 
include singing on the bus, singing in an elevator, not talking to 
anyone for a day, or any other unusual activity. In writing 
describe your experiment, and report people’s reactions to your 
behavior. This should be 1-2 paragraphs in length. 

Online Assignment #4 

7/20 Think about how your income fits within the US system; then 
review the global income stratification on page 208-209.  Using a 
global income calculator, (http://www.globalrichlist.com/) find 
out how you rank.  Briefly summarize your thoughts in 2-3 
sentences.   

Online Assignment #5 

7/27 Gender Assignment. For this assignment, I ask that you post 2-3 
photos of children’s toys or clothing.  Does the catalog/store 
reinforce gender roles? Does the catalog/store challenge gender 
roles?  

Online Assignment #6 

8/3 Family: Find 1 image of the family as portrayed in the media.  
This can be anything from the Simpsons, to Family Guy, to 16 
and Pregnant.  Post a photo or video and describe how media 
images and stereotypes relating to family are representative of or 
different from the data outlined in your text book.   

Online Assignment #7  

8/10 Briefly describe the content of the community lecture that you 
attended or reflect on your volunteer experience. This should be 
1-2 paragraphs in length. 

Online Assignment #8 

 
 

https://uwmadison.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_a41s51h6LutTakt
http://www.globalrichlist.com/
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Syllabus Acknowledgement Contract 
For: Introduction to Sociology with Kirsten R. Brown, PhD 
 

• I have read and understand the requirements for completion of this course. 
• I know the test and assignment dates specified in the syllabus.  
• I have read and understand the course policies.   
• I promise not to engage in academic misconduct. 
• I know that I should contact the instructor for all course related concerns.  

 
 
 
Name (Print): 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Date: 
_________________ 
 
 
 
Signature: 
________________________________________________________________ 
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